2001 USACK Wildwater National Championships

Pigeon River, Saturday August 4th, 2001

Get Ready to Race!

      Come race with us at the 2001 USACK  Wildwater National Championships on the Pigeon River on Saturday August 4th, 2001.  Paddle for fun or compete against current  US Wildwater Team members.  Everyone is welcome.

2001 Wildwater National Championship- Information For Racers :

Note - This information may change as the need arises and at the discretion of race organizers.

Race Format – Nationals will consist of two races - both on Saturday August 4th. The first will be the Sprint race. Competitors will do two timed runs of the Sprint course for a cumulative time. The Sprint Course will start directly below the Pigeon River powerhouse and go approximately 100 seconds downstream to a large rock that splits the river into two channels. The second race will be the classic, starting at the road bridge approximately one mile down stream of the sprint course start. The finish will be the next road bridge downstream. Its will take top competitors approximately 18 minutes and will include three class 3+/4- rapids, including the infamous “Lost Guide”.

Race Schedule – A competitors meeting will be held on Saturday August 4th at 10:30 a.m. at the Nantahala Outdoor Center Rafting Outpost at TN I-40 exit # 447 (Hartford). A complete and finalized event schedule will be made available at the competitors meeting. Tentative schedule is as follows:

1030hrs
Competitors Meeting, NOC Outpost

1330hrs
First Sprint Runs begin

1430hrs
Second Sprint Runs begin

1700hrs
Classic race begins

1830hrs
Awards ceremony at the NOC Outpost

Classes - The classes will be men's kayak (K-1), women's kayak (K-1W), men's C-1 and men's C-2. Juniors will have the same classes. Plastic boats will have a K-1 and K1-W class. 

National Champion Selection Criteria- All paddlers are encouraged to race. All athletes competing at the National Championships (juniors and seniors) must be current members of USA Canoe & Kayak (USACK), Wildwater’s National Governing Body (NGB). A competitor must compete in and finish both races to be named National Champion. The calculation of the winner of the National Championships, will be via a point system that combines the results from the classic and sprint races. Times or percentages are not averaged. Percentages will be converted to points, and points will be combined from the two races to determine the national champions. Questions concerning this methodology should be addressed to the race organizers at the racers meeting on Saturday August 4th at 1030hrs.

Safety - The Pigeon is primarily a Class Three river, with three Class Three plus or Four minus rapids. Race organizers will do there best to provide race safety at key rapids. However, if you are not comfortable with self-rescue, please reconsider your participation. 

Boat  & Gear Inspection - Boats may be inspected before, during or after the race at the discretion of the race organizers to determine if ICF specifications are met. Be sure your boat qualifies before you start! Boat specs and rules can be reviewed at the ICF Wildwater site. If you are competing in an ICF spec wildwater boat, the new airbags rules WILL BE ENFORCED. You are required to have inflated airbags bow and stern. Current Wildwater Team Members are expected to set the example and come to race with airbags. See the ICF Wildwater web site for complete details. Also, race organizers reserve the right to monitor for unsafe PFD’s and helmets.

Releases & Practice - The Pigeons flow is controlled by a dam. Race starts may have to be adjusted to meet the release schedule. The Pigeon releases for recreational use every Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday from May through to September, from 12 noon to 6pm. Other days and hours are provided at the discretion of Carolina Power & Light. For confirmation of releases, contact CP&L’s automated release schedule at 800-899-4435. The Pigeon is an easy river to learn after only a few runs.

Rafts - While race organizers will work with area companies, raft and private boater traffic on the Pigeon is unavoidable.  We have chosen start times to minimize traffic flow problems, however, some problems may happen. Be courteous and paddle around them. The Pigeon is a wide river and over taking is easy.

Shuttles – Walking the shuttle for the sprint race takes only a few minutes. Work with other paddlers on shuttle logistics to leave as many cars as possible at the NOC Outpost. Do not park at the other privately owned rafting take-outs or you may be towed.

Accommodation & other area activities – The Pigeon River is located on the NC/TN state line directly on Interstate I-40 on the edge of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. There is camping inside the park at “Big Creek”, just a few minutes from the start. There are many hotels and restaurants located 15 miles west on I-40 at Newport. Facilities are much further away going east into NC. The Pigeon is only 1.5 hrs from the Nantahala and about 2.25 hours from the Ocoee, so there is plenty of paddling to be done if you arrive in the area early.

Getting to the Pigeon – The Put-In is located at TN I-40 exit # 451 (Waterville) and the Take-out is located one exit west at TN I-40 exit # 447 (Hartford). Drive carefully within the Pigeon River gorge on I-40. Police patrol this section of I-40 around the clock and in force. The closest airports are Knoxville (70 miles) and Asheville (45 miles). The closest major airport hub is Atlanta (4 hours). Contact the race organizers if you need a pickup at the airport.

Registration – Every competitor needs to complete a registration form AND complete a USACK waiver. Entry fees are only $15 if you are a USACK member (OR pay an additional $5 for event insurance). All proceeds generated during the operation of the 2001 Wildwater National Championships will be used to cover operational costs (such as prizes) and further develop Wildwater racing in the USA (such as coaching and  training camps). Registration forms and USACK waivers are available from www.nrcrhinos.com.  Completed forms should be sent to the address below. They will also be available at the competitors meeting.



Nantahala Racing Club




2001 Wildwater National Championships




P.O.Box 134




Almond, NC 28702
Volunteers - Got a friend or family member who is coming with you? Race organizers would be grateful for any volunteers who can help out on race day. Contact race organizers to volunteer.

We look forward to seeing you!

Chris Hipgrave

828-488-1377

DaggerRep@compuserve.com
Nantahala Racing Club

828-488-2176 extn. 108

rhino@main.nc.us 

Nantahala Racing Club Race Entry Form

Race Name:
2001 USACK Wildwater National Championships 

Date:
Saturday August 4th, 2001

Entry fee:  $15 per person for all events. 

USACK membership is required.  One-day USACK memberships available at registration for an additional $5

See Race Schedule for Additional Information and Times

* * * * * * COMPETITORS INFORMATION * * * * * *

Name 







 Phone #  (
   ) 





Address 














City 






 State 


  Zip 





ACA Member #


    
 
     
USACK Member # 







**Total Amount Enclosed $ 





WILDWATER (check class & age level):

( K-1   ( K-1W   ( C-1   ( C-2   C-2 (Partner



)

( Senior   ( Junior (ages 15-18)

NOTE:  It takes 3 boats to make a class.

Make check payable to:  Nantahala Racing Club  

Mail completed entry form, USACK waiver and entry fee to:

Nantahala Racing Club

2001 Wildwater National Championships

P. O. Box 134

Almond, NC 28702 

For additional information or if you would like to volunteer to help with the races contact the NRC office at 828.488.2176 ext. 108 or visit us at www.nrcrhinos.com.

USACK Waiver, Indemnification, and Release of Liability

In consideration of being allowed to participate in any way in the USACK, Inc. athletics/sports program, and related events and activities, the undersigned, for him/herself, his/her personal representatives, heirs, next of kin:

1. Agree that prior to participating, he/she each will inspect the facilities and equipment to be used, and if he/she believes anything is unsafe, he/she will immediately advise his/her coach or supervisor of such condition (s) and refuse to participate.

2. Acknowledges and fully understands that each participant will be engaging in activities that involve risk of serious injury, including permanent disability and death, and severe social and economic losses which might result not only from his/her own actions, inaction’s or negligence, but the actions, inaction’s or negligence of others, the rules of play, or the conditions of the premises or of any equipment used. Further, that there may be other risks not known to us or not reasonably foreseeable at this time.

3. Assumes all foregoing risks and accept personal responsibility for the damages following injury, permanent disability, or death.

4. Releases, waives, discharges and covenants not to sue the USACK, its affiliated clubs, their respective administrator, directors, agents, coaches, and other employees of the organization, other participants sponsoring agencies, sponsors, advertisers, and if applicable, owners and lessors of premises used to conduct the event, all of which are hereafter referred to as releasees, from any and all claims, liability demands, losses, or on account of injury, including death or damage to property, caused or alleged to be caused in whole or in part by the negligence of the releasees or otherwise.

5. Agrees to indemnify and save and hold harmless the releasees from any loss, liability, damage, or cost they incur due to the presence of the undersigned in any way competing, officiating, observing, or working for, or any purpose participating in the event.

THE UNDERSIGNED HAVE READ THE ABOVE WAIVER, INDEMNIFICATION AND RELEASE, UNDERSTANDS THAT HE/SHE HAS GIVEN UP SUBSTANTIAL RIGHTS BY SIGNING IT AND SIGNS IT VOLUNTARILY.

Signature of Participant 







Date 





Printed Name of Participant 






Date of Birth 




Waiver and Release of Liability for Minors

In consideration of being allowed to participate in any way in the USACK, athletics/sports program, and related events and activities, the undersigned, for him/herself, his/her personal representatives, heirs, next of kin:

1. Agree that the parent(s) and/or legal guardian(s) will instruct the minor participant that prior to participating, he/she should inspect the facilities and equipment to be used, and if the participant believes anything unsafe, he or she will immediately advise their coach or supervisor of such condition (s) and refuse to participate.

2. Acknowledge and fully understand that each participant will be engaging in activities that involve risk of serious injury, including permanent disability and death, and severe social and economic losses which might result not only from their own actions, inaction’s or negligence, but the actions, inaction’s or negligence of others, the rules of play, or the conditions of the premises or of any equipment used. Further, that there may be other risks not known to us or not reasonably foreseeable at this time.

3. Assumes all foregoing risks and accept personal responsibility for the damages following injury, permanent disability, or death.

4. Releases, waives, discharges and covenants not to sue USACK, its affiliated clubs, their respective administrator, directors, agents, coaches, and other employees of the organization, other participants sponsoring agencies, sponsors, advertisers, and if applicable, owners and lessors of premises used to conduct the event, all of which are hereafter referred to as releases, from any and all liability to each of the undersigned, his or her heirs and next of kin for any and all claims to property, caused or alleged to be caused on account of injury, including death or damage to property, caused or alleged to be caused in whole or in part by the negligence of the releasees or otherwise.

5. Agrees to indemnify and save and hold harmless the releasees from any loss, liability, damage, or cost they incur due to the presence of the undersigned in any way competing, officiating, observing, or working for, or any purpose participating in the event.

THE UNDERSIGNED HAVE READ THE ABOVE WAIVER AND RELEASE, UNDERSTAND THAT THEY HAVE GIVEN UP SUBSTANTIAL RIGHTS BY SIGNING IT AND SIGN IT VOLUNTARILY.

Signature of Parent or Guardian 






Date 





Printed Name of Parent or Guardian 





Relationship




Printed Name of Participant 






Date of Birth 




Address of Participant













City 







State 


Zip 




Club/Organization
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